
Myrica californica 
C A L I F O R N I A  W A X  M Y R T L E  

Outstanding Qualities California wax myrtle makes an easy-to-grow evergreen screen. Its  
apple green leaves make a perfect backdrop to the garden. Grow it as 
a sheared hedge in formal settings or leave it to form loose mounds for 
a more naturalistic look. Clusters of black berry-like fruit held on short 
spurs persist until midwinter, providing food for birds. The foliage is 
aromatic when crushed. 

For a naturalistic buffer, plant it with Calocedrus decurrens, Oxyden-
drum arboreum, and Pinus parviflora Glauca Group. 

Growing Habit This shrub forms large mounds up to eight or ten feet tall and as wide.  
If grown limbed up as a small tree, it may grow to fifteen feet tall and 
eight to ten feet wide. 

Hardiness USDA zones 7 to 9 

Myrica californica is best grown in full sun or bright shade to encourage 
dense growth. Grown in dark shade it will have an extremely open 
habit. It tolerates excessively moist and highly acid soils. 

Lightly prune its loose mounds to shape as desired. If you shear     
California wax mytrle, do so in late June and again in late July or early 
August. 
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